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COALITION TO REDUCE RECIDIVISM 
Interview with Repatriate Mr. Damonte Martin:  
By Kim Woods  

When you look at Damonte Martin you are looking at a young man who is 

making positive changes in his community. Currently, Damonte works with the 

developmentally disabled in the mental health field. Inside/Out interviewed 

Damonte to find out how he stays  positive and uses a  negative time in his life to 

inspire others to succeed.  
 

Question:  Where were you incarcerated?  

I was incarcerated in New Orleans. It was right after Hurricane Katrina so it 

was a tough time for the city. I was riding with my friend and we were pulled 

over for a broken brake light. We were in possession of cocaine and booked on a 

felony offense.  I had children and I felt that cocaine would provide more money.  

*Cocaine, in both powdered form and as crack, is one of Louisianaõs most heavily 

trafficked illegal drugs.  
 

Question: How did you change your life for the better?  

I returned to Lake County upon my release. I had a heart to heart talk with 

State Representative Eddie Washington. He helped me by making me think 

about what I wanted to do. I respected him because he presented himself as a 

òreal guyó. I knew he cared about me. He suggested I fill out an application for 

employment right away. I got a full time job and my life changed.  
 

Question: What have you done or are doing to help others?  

Iõm driven by helping people on the streets.  My goal is to assist people in 

making better life choices and living a better life. I recognize that the youth 

today are fearless. That can be a double edge sword because they can set their 

goals to be anything they want to be but, being fearless  

can make them take chances that can negatively 

effect their lives. They need people who are òrealó to 

talk to them and help guide them on the right 

path. My goal is to help bring unity in the 

community. I hosted a father/daughter prom. 

During the holidays I gave out turkeys during 

Thanksgiving and toys to families in need 

during Christmas. Iõm only 33 but I can still 

make a major impact in changing lives. I want to 

show young guys on the street that your young age 

should not stop you from being a leader. I volunteer 

my service as a math tutor for free. Iõm on the board for 

Lake County Black Lives Matter. We focus on decreasing black crime and 

helping others see the value in their lives. Iõm currently working on creating a 

community wide Juneteenth event. I want people to know that they control their 

own destiny. If you are on the wrong path you can always make a turn for the 

better. Just believe in yourself and know you have a divine cause.  



Arrests and acquittals are expungable. 

Guilty pleas, probation, supervision and 

convictions, are not.  The filing fee 

for an  expungement is $60.  

 

 

 

Information on how to file for an expungement 

is available through the  Lake County Clerkõs 

Office, 18 N. County St., Waukegan, or online at:  

www.lakecountyil.gov/CircuitClerk/CivilCrimi

nal/Pages/Expungements.aspx . 

Help is also available at:  

www.illinoislegalaid.org  
 

The Coalitionõs Legal Help Desk is comprised of 

attorneys who offer free legal advice to people with 

criminal convictions to help determine their 

eligibility for expungement and sealing. Hours are 

1st Friday of the month from 8:30am ð 12:30pm & 

3rd Wednesday of the month from 12:30pm - 4:00pm. 

Walk In Preferred (No Appointment).  

 

The Legal Help Desk is located at Waukegan 

Township Supervisorõs Office, 149 S. Genesee Street 

Waukegan, IL 60085. For information Call 847 -244-

4900 or email coalition2rr@waukegantownship.com.  

 

Please bring  your RAP SHEET and CRIMINAL 

HISTORY  

For adult criminal Lake County cases: Request your 

rap sheet at the Lake County Clerkõs Office, 18 N. 

County Street, Waukegan, IL 60085, Basement Floor. 

Office open from 9am -5pm. Service fees required.  

For more information, please call (847) 244 -4900. 

Page 2  Coalition to Reduce Recidivism 

About Inside/Out 

Inside/Out is a publication of the Coalition to Reduce 

Recidivism, which is based in Lake County, Il. The newsletter 

intends to raise awareness and discuss issues that affect the 

lives of men, women and children who are incarcerated and 

who have been released from incarceration.  

The views and opinions included herein do not necessarily 

state or reflect those of the Coalitionõs executive board or its 

individual members.  

If you have news or updates for our newsletter or if you 

would like to receive the newsletter electronically, please call 

847-244-4900 or email kwoods@waukegantownship.com.  

How to Reach Us:  

By Phone: (847) 244 -4900   

By Fax: (874) 244 -5185 

By Email: coalition2rr@waukegantownship.com  

www.reducerecidivism.org  

 

By Mail:  

Coalition to Reduce Recidivism  

149 S. Genesee St. Waukegan, IL  60085  

Upcoming Coalition Meetings You Donõt Want To Miss!    

The Coalition to Reduce Recidivism Executive Board will 

meet the 1st Friday of each month from 8:30 a.m. to 10:00 

a.m.,  at 149 S. Genesee St., Waukegan, IL.  
 

The public meeting will be the third Monday of each 

month at 8:30a.m. to 10:00 a.m., 330 S. Greenleaf street, 

Gurnee, IL.  
 

Please consider joining the growing movement in support 

of the formerly incarcerated. Annual membership dues 

goes directly to supportive services on their behalf. 

Membership dues are as follows:  

Corporate Membership $500  

Faith Base Membership $500  

 (Level 3) 301+ Congregation Size  

Faith Base Membership $250  

 (Level 2) 101 -  300 Congregation Size  

Faith Base Membership $150  

 (Level 1) 1ð 100 Congregation Size  

Agency Membership $150  

Board of Directors $100  

Individual Membership $50  

Seniors (65+), Student & Other $20  

Coalition Membership Chair  

Jennifer Witherspoon,  

Coalition Vice President  

Esquire, Lake County Sheriffõs Officer 
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Member Agencies:  

�i ��Catholic Charities  

�i ��College Of Lake 

County  

�i ��Harbor Lites 

Chapter - Links, 

Inc.  

�i ��Lake County 

Stateõs Attorneyõs 

Office 

�i ��Nicasa Behavioral 

Health Services  

�i ��National 

Association of 

University Women  

�i ��Waukegan 

Housing Authority  

�i ��Live4Lali, Inc.  

�i ��Lake County 

Sheriffõs Office 

�i ��Zion Township  

�i ��L.C. Workforce 

Development  

�i ��Lake County 

Veteran & Family 

Svcs 

�i ��10th 

Congressional 

Dems 

�i ��Shields Township  

�i ��Gary Oltman  

�i ��Lori Moss  

�i ��Community 

Renewal  Society  

�i ��Congressman 

Brad Schneider  

�i ��UMMA  

�i ��City of North 

Chicago 

�i ��Libertyville 

Township  

�i ��Waukegan 

Township  

Attorney Kathryn Vanden Berk  

&  

Attorney David Weinstein  

If you would like to donate to  the Coalition to Reduce 

Recidivism, please call 847 -244-4900 or email  

coalition2rr@waukegantownship.com.  
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