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Park Place Highlights for March 2020 – February 2021 

Waukegan Township Park Place Senior Center 

414 S. Lewis Avenue Waukegan, IL  60085 

Phone (847) 244-9242: cpwhite@waukegantownship.com 
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In January of 2020 Waukegan Township Park Place 

knew little about what fueled the spread of the 

coronavirus. We soon learned how all our lives would be 

forever changed by Covid-19. The nation continued to 

gather for games, trips, church, elections, protest, and 

other activities.  
 

March 18, 2020 everything across the nation came to a 

halt! National research shows that COVID 19 was likely 

in the United States as early as December of 2019.  
 

Park Place posted the following Public Safety Notice: 

Illinois Gov. J.B. Pritzker has ordered the closing of 

every school and senior facility in the state. In 

compliance with the Center for Disease Control 

recommendations, the Governor's orders, and out of 

concern for your safety and well being, the Park Place 

Senior Center is closed until further notice. The facility 

closure includes all rentals and support groups. During 

the closure, staffers will be available at all Waukegan 

Township facilities and look forward to answering any 

questions by phone or email. We will re-evaluate the 

situation to ensure the community remains informed of 

any updated decisions. 
 

Beginning in April 2020 Waukegan Township Park 

Place did a complete pivot from our normal daily and 

weekly programing for senior citizens to being centrally 

focused on the overall well-being and safety of our 

seniors. During the month of April Park Place 

conducted well-being checks to over 5000 seniors. This 

was completed with fewer staff to provide the same 

programing that Park Place has been accustomed to; 

Example, taxi-ticket monthly distribution, medical 

transportation, the Benefit Access license plate 

discount/RTA ride-free program and SHIP program 

(Senior Health Insurance). 
 

The latest updates and information on the spread of the 

virus, please visit the CDC's Information Page for the 

Coronavirus Disease. Information specific to how the 

disease is affecting our state, visit the Illinois 

Department of Health website. 

Total Units of Service 

Benefit Access: 708 

SHIP: 151 

Fitness/Wellness: 315 

Recreational: 696 

 

Safety Kit Distribution: 

Senior Complexes 1769 

Community Complexes 1703 

Community Organizations 205 

Drive Through Services 2245 

Churches 2590 

Park Place has also 

been busy sprucing 

up the place 
 

Upon your return, we hope you will enjoy the beautification efforts. 

We know that this pandemic has been difficult but were almost 

through it.  
 

Sometimes all a person needs is a hand to hold and a heart to 

understand. Anonymous 

Trips: 9 

Enhancement Groups: 274 

Events: 1908 

Transportation: 1630 

In January of 2020 Waukegan Township Park Place knew 

little about what fueled the spread of the coronavirus. We 

soon learned how all our lives would be forever changed by 

Covid-19. The nation continued to gather for games, trips, 

church, elections, protest, and other activities.  

 

March 18, 2020 everything across the nation came to a halt! 

National research shows that COVID 19 was likely in the 

United States as early as December of 2019.  

 

Park Place posted the following Public Safety Notice: 

Illinois Gov. J.B. Pritzker has ordered the closing of every 

school and senior facility in the state. In compliance with the 

Center for Disease Control recommendations, the Governor's 

orders, and out of concern for your safety and well being, the 

Park Place Senior Center is closed until further notice. The 

facility closure includes all rentals and support groups. 

During the closure, staffers will be available at all 

Waukegan Township facilities and look forward to answering 

any questions by phone or email. We will re-evaluate the 

situation to ensure the community remains informed of any 

updated decisions. 

 

Beginning in April 2020 Waukegan Township Park Place did 

a complete pivot from our normal daily and weekly 

programing for senior citizens to being centrally focused on 

the overall well-being and safety of our seniors. During the 

month of April Park Place conducted well-being checks to 

over 5000 seniors. This was completed with fewer staff to 

provide the same programing that Park Place has been 

accustomed to; Example, taxi-ticket monthly distribution, 

medical transportation, the Benefit Access license plate 

discount/RTA ride-free program and SHIP program (Senior 

Health Insurance). 

 

The latest updates and information on the spread of the 

virus, please visit the CDC's Information Page for the 

Coronavirus Disease. Information specific to how the disease 

is affecting our state, visit the Illinois Department of Health 

website. 
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Park Place distributes over 8000 safety kits to the residents of  Waukegan Township  

Waukegan Township is proud to announce that from April 2020 through January 2021 we have successfully distributed over 

8,000 safety kits to the residents of Waukegan Township! Over the past ten months, COVID-19 has made personal protective 

equipment (PPE) essential to public safety. We are also aware that the supply of PPE has improved since this spring, for which 

we are grateful. This has made it easier for Waukegan Township to continue working towards our goal of assisting in 

maintaining the safety of seniors throughout our community.  

Many of our distributions included masks, gloves, hand sanitizer, fruit and lunch. We hope our approach - whether drive 

through, apartment complex distribution or home delivery has helped each one of you. Thank you to our community partners and 

will continue providing these needed services for the months to come. We understand how important it is to supply these 

lifesaving items. If you find yourself in need of any of (PPE) products feel free to contact us as 847-244-9242. We will do our best 

to assist you in securing needed items.  
 

We would also like to take this opportunity to thank our many partners for their assistance.  

The development and protocols of the vaccine distribution is still underway. Park Place will continue to assist where we can until 

we are out of the pandemic. Remember to stay home when possible, wear a mask, wash your hands, and stay six feet apart.  
 

What we’ve been up to: 

The staff at Park Place can’t wait until we’re able to open our doors and see each of your smiling faces. We have been closed since 

March 13, 2020, but have had periods when we have opened with limited participation in an effort to protect the safety and 

wellbeing of our seniors. Each closing was also due to a regulation mandated by the State of Illinois. Please know that the staff 

has been busy printing our monthly taxi-tickets, providing medical transportation to dialysis clients only, Monday through 

Friday, preparing our bi-monthly newsletter, preparing for our virtual Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. Dreamers Breakfast, 

processing Benefit Access applications, and assisting with Senior Health Insurance enrollment. I hope many of you have enjoyed 

the periodic wellbeing calls that we have made to all the seniors in our community. If you have not received one of our calls, 

please contact us at 847-244-9242 and have your information updated in our system. We would love to speak to you.  

 

Supervisor Jones receiving her COVID-19 Vaccination at the 

Oak Street Health Clinic. 

 

Attention: Waukegan Township along with Oak Street Health offers COVID-19 

vaccinations to Seniors 65+, who reside within a 10-mile radius of Oak Street 

Health Clinic, located at 3210 Grand Avenue in Waukegan Illinois 60085. 

 

Call Waukegan Township Park Place at 847-244-9242 or email 

Lnava@waukegantownship.com to register or for more information. 

Transportation provided every Tuesday. 
 

Oak Street Health Clinic will contact you to confirm your appointment for the 

vaccine.  
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       Waukegan Township Staben House 

Transitional housing for women with children 

Phone (847) 244-9944;lcastellanos@waukegantownship.com 

My name is Katie and I entered the Staben House January 2020.  

I entered the Staben House because I was in a abusive relationship with the father of my 

children. I also was not working full time to be able to take care of my responsibility or 

priorities. It was like I was stuck in quicksand for so many years. Just being able to keep my 

head above water was good enough for me. Taking steps forward just to be in the same 

position I was just in. I was going through so much stress, depression, feeling lonely, not 

having anyone to talk to. I felt like I would lose my kids if I did not get us out of that 

environment. That is when I found the Staben House who welcome us with opened arms!  

The Staben house was such a blessing for me I can literally say I do not know where I would 

be now if it wasn’t for them. They helped me to find childcare for my kids, a full-time job, and 

taught me to save money. I was able to secure housing for me and my kids. I was able to be 

around a group of wonderful staff and was able to talk and relate to the other Staben clients. 

Any time I needed to talk or just needed anything staff was there for me.  

The Staben House staff also helped me, and my family get through the COVID-19 pandemic 

by supplying us with PPE. They wanted all the families and themselves to be safe so we 

social distanced, and kept the house well disinfected. Things were stressful at times but hey 

that’s life right! Anything worth having is not just given to you. I learned to be patient with 

myself. I learned to not put so much on myself, and to just keep going. The biggest thing I 

learned is to not be content with things or people I do not need in my life.  

Today, I can truly say I am happy! My kids are doing great, home is taken care of.  I am still 

working full time everything is good! I appreciate the Staben House for everything and I am 

thankful for life!  

Average Pay per Hour $12.50 

Average Length of Stay 4.5 months 

Number of Individuals Served 18 

100% of the families exiting Staben House secured 

permanent housing and have maintained it. 

89% of the families exiting Staben House transitioned to 

private housing. 

11% of families exiting Staben House transitioned to 

subsidized housing. 

92% of families entering the program were victims of 

domestic violence. 
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My name is Asma. I am a single mother and got divorced from my husband who was 

charged with domestic violence. I was in real need for help when I searched for help and 

found Staben house. Staben House has provided me with so much, they helped us in 

everyway possible during this pandemic such as groceries, cleaning supplies, diapers, 

wipes, and prepared dinners. Staben House assisted me with $100.00 dollars for six 

months. They paid my full rent for the other six months thanks to a private donor. 

During the pandemic when everyone was suffering from financial pressures, I was able to 

look up to Staben house and as always, they helped me and they are the major reason I was 

able to survive. Today, one year later, because of them, my family and I are doing great.  

We are stable and, in a position, where I do not have a lot of pressure thinking about 

tomorrow. 

Because of them I was able to save money for me and my daughters future. Today, I have a 

stable job, an apartment and a happy daughter who loves me so much.  

God has blessed us in many ways one of them is definitely the Staben House. I am always 

grateful for them for how much they have done for me and my daughter. 

On Friday, October 16th, Supervisor Patricia Jones 

welcomed newly appointed Senator Adriane Johnson 

with a tour and special reception in her honor.  

Hi Lety, 

  

Thank you so much for sharing this information on some of the 

families with us. It really is important to hear and see how our 

donations are directly helping  these families. Here is a little bit 

of information about our family that you requested: 
 

Our family consists of Pete and I, our 32 year old daughter who 

is married and has three young children. We also have a 17 year 

old son. We have been fortunate to be able to live a comfortable 

life and be able to help others. As a Social Worker by profession 

I have always wanted to assist and support others. It makes me 

feel good to be able to give back to individuals and families who 

are less fortunate. Volunteering and being involved in different 

community organizations is a big part of our lives. We are truly 

blessed to be able to do this and to work with the Staben House 

which is a wonderful organization. We look forward to future 

involvement and continued support of families in the area.  

 
(This family paid for 6 months of rent for the families. They 

want to remain anonymous). 

Hi Lety,  
 

We had talked about me helping with your annual event so 

please let me know how I can be helpful.  
  
When I first learned about the Staben House I was so 

impressed by how strong the women were and how they came 

together to support each other and their children. It was a 

true community of love and support. Then came Covid and I 

was very worried for their health and safety, and like so 

many others wanted to do what I could to help the individual 

families who were then forced to be on their own. The Moms’ 

motivation and strength to continue to strive for happier and 

healthier lives for themselves and their children while 

supporting each other from a distance now, as well as Lety 

and her team’s tireless efforts, are what inspire me to help 

support and encourage them in any way I can.  

 
(Deb Bessler is an extraordinary 

woman. Despite her own personal 

challenges she continuously checked on 

Staben House and purchased groceries, 

gift cards, dinner or whatever the need 

was for the families!  We can't thank her 

enough.   
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Waukegan Township Eddie Washington Center 

Transitional housing for men 

Phone (847) 244-0805; mjones@waukegantownship.com 

Eddie Washington Center Highlights for March 2020 - February 2021 

Heraclitus, a Greek philosopher, has been quoted as saying “change is 

the only constant in life” I think we all can agree that the year 2020 

was certainly a year of constant change. Even, during all the changes, 

the Eddie Washington Center was able to assist well deserving men in 

their quest for their personal growth, their independence and 

becoming productive citizens in our community.   
 

In celebrating the 26 men who crossed the threshold of completing the 

program and graduating, I would like to extend our gratitude to all 

who supported us. First, to all the speakers and participants, I say 

thank you. Poet, Eric Reyes, Judge Christy Bishop, 19th, Judicial 

Circuit court, Senator Adriane Johnson, State Representative Rita 

Mayfield and our keynote speaker Draz Asberry Sr. You all did an 

exceptional job and we truly do thank you.  
 

We want to thank Waukegan Township Supervisor Marc L. Jones for 

his leadership and support. We certainly want to give thanks to the 

Staff, House Managers, volunteers, and community partners who we 

rely on everyday to make this program a huge success. 

Speaking of success; the Eddie Washington Center 

was recognized by the Judges of the Nineteenth 

Judicial Circuit, Lake County Illinois with “The 

Liberty Bell Award” for its outstanding 

commitment and service to homeless men in our 

area.  We humbly accept and thank you for this 

acknowledgment. 

Over 27 years ago the vision for the Eddie 

Washington Center was given to our former 

Supervisor Patricia Jones and as she transitioned 

into the next phase of her journey, we certainly 

want to honor her and giver her thanks for her 

leadership and commitment to seeing this dream 

come to fruition. Over 3000 men lives have been 

impacted in a very positive way. We are committed 

to seeing this legacy continue for years to come.  

We take this time to remember and honor a great 

man and a strong advocate of the Eddie 

Washington Center program, Apostle Harry 

Stackhouse of The Sign of The Dove Ministries. His 

dedication to his family, his ministry, to this 

community and missions around the world was 

exemplary. His efforts and impact will truly be 

missed.  

DID YOU KNOW? 

The Waukegan Township reported that, over 1,700 people experience homelessness in a year in Lake County.  Lake 

County Health Department revealed that sixty-seven percent of all experiencing homelessness within the 2018 Point-in-

time (PIT) count were men. There were 260,284 men compared to 106, 119 women; thus, men are most individuals 

experiencing homelessness.  

According to the United Way of the National Capital Area, The Covid-19 Pandemic has produced a Unique set of public 

health challenges. But the pandemic has exacerbated national crises that existed long before the coronavirus. Nowhere 

is this more evident than in the pandemic’s influence on homelessness and affordable housing.  

Page 1 (of 2) 
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 233 - New cases referred to CHRP program 

 279 - General Assistance/ongoing cases from 

previous visits 

 184 - Emergency Assistance clients          

(Non-CHRP referrals) 

  66 - RRR program assistance 

March 2020 - Feb 2021 Highlights:  
Waukegan Township residents were assisted in the following areas: 

Friday, October 8, 2021 - 18th Annual (Virtual) Fundraising Event 

Friday, May 7, 2021 - Women’s Roundtable Discussion Series (Part 2) 

OCTOBER 2021 - Coalition Expungement Summit (to coincide with Amnesty Week) 

SUMMER 2021 - Coalition Youth Summit 

 

For further information, please call 847-244-4900 or email coaltion2rr@waukegantownship.com. 

Emergency 

Assistance 

General 

Assistance 

Coalition  

Legal 

RRR 

875 Total Cases: March 2020/February 2021 

 Agency Referrals 

 Food Assistance 

 Homeless Prevention 

 Prescription Assistance 

 Rental Assistance 

 SSI Representative 
Payee/Advocacy 

 Transportation Assistance 

 Utility Assistance 

 Employment Assistance 

 Legal Assistance& Advocacy 

 Funeral & Burial Assistance 
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The mission of Coalition Legal, LLC. is to provide greater access to stable employment and housing 

for people whose past criminal records are holding them back. Clients are provided free legal advice to 

determine whether a criminal record is eligible to be sealed or expunged and assisted with the court 

process.  

Our focused goal is to help our clients utilize the 2017 Illinois law (House Bill 2373) that vastly 

expanded the records eligible for this procedure, offering individuals a clear, simple path to stable 

employment and access to housing.  

From March 2020 - February 2021, 101 individuals have been assisted through the efforts of 

Coalition Legal, LLC.  Although assistance has been provided on a virtual platform, the CL, LLC. 

Team has been consistent in providing for our clients.  For more information, please visit us at 

www.coalitionlegal.org - call  (847) 244-4900 or email info@coalitionlegal.org. 

Services provided:  

Our services are limited to helping people remove their criminal records from public view.    

 Searching and analyzing criminal cases in Illinois counties (except Cook) 

 Preparing and filing petitions to expunge or seal records 

 Court appearances with clients where possible (locally in person or remotely) 

 Assist clients in preparing Petitions for Executive Clemency 

Fee structure:  

We charge nothing for legal and administrative services.   

We require clients to pay for their own background checks and for  

any copying costs of case materials. 
 

CL Team members:  

Currently, Coalition Legal team consist of: 

 Two volunteer attorneys (Kathryn Vanden Berk and 

Stephen Miller) 

 One volunteer paralegal (Sherrell Reed)  

 One Employment Specialist (Johnnie Jenkins) 

 One Administrative Assistant (Naomi Burke) 

mailto:www.waukegantownship.com
mailto:info@coalitionlegal.com


Supervisor’s Initiatives for 2020-2021 

Passport Services Updates 

Waukegan Township continues to provide passport services. You can apply for your 

passport at the  Supervisor’s office - 149 S. Genesee Street, Waukegan, IL.  

Passport Hours: Monday–Friday, 9:00am–3:00pm, by appointment only. Fees 

are in total and for standard routine service only. Please call our passport processing 

agents for appointments, fees and requirements at 847-244-4900. Apply in person at: 

149 S. Genesee Street, Waukegan, IL.  

 

 

Since 2014 this initiative, revamped and reintroduced by Supervisor Emeritus Patricia 

Jones, has introduced hundreds of high school students to the rich culture and heritage of 

Historically Black Colleges and Universities (HBCUs). The Artis Yancey HBCU Tour offers 

much more than a college tour - it creates a sense of family amongst the students and 

volunteers as they traverse across the country in pursuit of academic excellence.  

 

While on the tour, many students create a vision of themselves for the future, after being 

immersed in campus life on the grounds of these institutions of higher learning.  In 2015, 

the Tour was renamed to honor Waukegan’s own Artis Yancey and his contributions to the 

Waukegan/Lake County community, in particular, his commitment to the youth and their success - academically 

and beyond. 

 

Due to COVID-19 and our desire for safety, Waukegan Township and the Artis Yancey HBCU tour offered a one-

day, virtual HBCU tour, FREE of charge. Over 50 participated in our virtual program; 48 student registrants and 

12 student attendees.  High school and middle school students were introduced to and witnessed presentations 

provided by representatives of Historically Black Colleges and Universities, Howard University, Lincoln University, 

Alabama A & M University, North Carolina A & T State University, Hampton University, and Norfolk State 

University.   

 

Waukegan Township staff will offer supervised, online watch parties for students that were unable to attend the 

event. This post-viewing event will allow additional students the opportunity to experience the virtual tour, 

providing for a broader base of high school seniors the opportunity to qualify and apply for the Artis Yancey HBCU 

scholarships.    

 

We look forward with great anticipation to 2022, the expectation 

is to resume physical, in-person tours. Stay tuned for updated 

information related to the Artis Yancey HBCU Tour, as we are 

charting an exciting route to various HBCUs during spring 

break, 2022.   
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Artis Yancey 

12/25/59 - 3/19/14 

-Waukegan City Clerk 

-Lake County Coroner 

-Waukegan Police Chief 

Patricia Jones, M. Ed 
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Waukegan Township Financial Report 
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For year fiscal year 3/1/20 - 2/28/21 
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Waukegan Township Financial Report 
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Waukegan Township Financial Report 
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Waukegan Township Financial Report 
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Waukegan Township Financial Report 
For year fiscal year 3/1/20-2/28/21 

Fund Overview 




