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Magnificent 20th Anniversary Celebration 

On Saturday February 22nd there was a great event held at Shiloh Baptist 

Church, celebrating the 20th anniversary of the Eddie Washington Center, a 

transitional home for men. the achievements of African Americans in Lake 

County IL. 

The program included testimonials from Alumni Jessica Gonzalez a Staben 

House alumni and Cody Speno from the Eddie Washington Center (EWC). 

Representatives Rita Mayfield reflected on the late Eddie Washington who 

was the first African American elected official of District 60. Congressman 

Brad Schneider was happy to be invited and to inspire members of the com-

munity to help the center .  

Key note speaker was Apostle Harry Stackhouse, senior pastor of The Sign 

Of The Dove Church and President of Dove Ministries International.  Though 

he spoke powerful words of encouragement to the congregation, his mes-

sage was clearly directed to the men at the EWC.   His message was cen-

tered around a very well known parable of “The Lost Sheep” taken from Luke 

15:3-7.  He made the EWC men feel special, loved and appreciated, just like 

the lost sheep when brought back rejoiced over a second chance at life.  It 

was a piercing message of hope, mercy and grace, attributes that clearly 

identifies the Eddie Washington Center.  Residents who heard the message 

said they felt encouraged, motivated and excited.  EWC residents felt 

blessed to be a part of such a wonderful program as the Eddie Washington 

Center. 
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A Message from the Director 

As we transition from season to season and the morning chill of the fall is 

replaced by the cool breeze of winter, the sounds of rustling leaves are 

drowned out by snow plows, it allows us an opportunity to reflect on the year 

that is behind us, and to look forward to the future events ahead of us.   

This year, we have enjoyed many successes, our graduation in March saw 20 

men successfully complete the program and transition to full independence. All 

gainfully employed, with permanent housing (page 2)!     

In February we had a magnificent 20th anniversary celebration held at Shiloh 

Baptist Church, where a day of celebration and dining was enjoyed by all, 

highlighted by a moving keynote address from Apostle Harry Stackhouse 

(page 6).  

Perhaps the most important story within this edition of “The Phoenix” is the 

opportunity to read Alumni Rickey Jackson’s Testimonial about how the Center 

was able to provide him the structure, tools, and knowledge to leave a life of 

incarceration and drug abuse to become a family man, and a supervisor at his 

job. These are the reasons we do what we do,   people like Mr. Jackson are a 

great example of how we are able to change lives one person at a time (page 

3).  

Additionally, since August we have enjoyed the annual Eddie Washington 

Center golf outing, and a special program sponsored by the Sign of the Dove 

church (page 4 and 5). We invite you to read these articles and really get a feel 

for the good work that is happening within the Eddie Washington Center. 

Enjoy! 

Marc Jones, Director of the Eddie Washington Center  
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Representative Rita Mayfield 

Speaking at the  E.W.C. Graduation 

Celebration held on Saturday March 

8th, 2014 at Park Place 

Supervisor Patricia Jones and E.W.C. Staff 

members sit with graduates after the Graduation 

Celebration on Saturday March 8th, 2014.  
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The Eddie Washington Center Graduation Celebration, March 22, 
acknowledged those 23 men who persevered and endured various internal and 
external challenges that come with life. The ceremony was a time to reflect on the living 
accomplishments of the 23 Graduates’ and applaud their resilience and self-
determination. Each graduate demonstrated courage while facing their personal faults, 
which allowed the program to transform their character.  

The Honorable John T. Phillips, Chief Judge of the Nineteenth Judicial Circuit, 
the keynote speaker, focused on organizations and mission statements. He quoted the 
Eddie Washington Center’s mission statement, “Making a difference in Lake County 
one life at a time.” He said the Eddie Washington Center is living up to their motto 
everyday. These ideas and common themes sound great, but they mean more when 
we put these ideas into action. So he challenged the current residents, graduates and 
the entire audience to live up to their own mottos and beliefs. Adapt a self-motto, 
ending hopelessness an act at a time and attempt to leave a positive impact on 
everyone you interact with. 

Carlos Gonzalez, one of the graduates, spoke about the mental, physical, and 
spiritual healing that occurred within him while he was a resident at the Eddie 
Washington Center. Carlos explained how the Center taught him principles and values; 
skills that he needed to help him prioritize things in his life. The Center equipped him 
with tools to manage his emotions, change his behavioral patterns, and he gained the 
self-confidence to put his best foot forward everyday.    

State Representative Rita Mayfield, one of the guest speakers, discussed her 
personal experience with the Eddie Washington Center. She spoke about her brother, 
who was also a resident of the Eddie Washington Center, and how far he has come 
since leaving the Center. Her words were inspiring and demonstrated her support for 
the program. Rita Mayfield is truly passionate about the success of the Center and has 
recently secured a state grant, which is a huge blessing to the men at the Center and 
will allow for the center to provide more services. 

 The Eddie Washington Center is no doubt, one of the best transitional 
housing programs in Lake County. 

Park Place sign Welcoming guest to 

the Graduation Ceremony.  

 

Residents posing for a picture with their cer-

tificates of completion.  

The Eddie Washington Center 

Kindly accepts  

donations everyday. Below 

is a list of things needed to bet-

ter lives. 

Toothpaste 

Shampoo 

Wash Cloths  

Detergent 

Dental Floss 

Bottled Water 

Socks 

T-Shirts 

Under Garments 

Kitchen Utensils 

Dishes 

Please call us at (847) 244-

0805 if you have any ques-

tions.  

Annual Graduation Celebration  
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On Friday, December 8th, Waukegan Township 

hosted its annual Home For The Holidays Gala at the 

Milan Banquet Hall. The event was attended by 

several local community leaders; including members 

of the faith community, business owners, and elected 

officials from Lake County. A festive night of 200 

guest coming together to help others in need. Hon. 

Lake County Circuit Court Judge George Bridges 

was the keynote speaker at the event. 

 This years' event was chaired by Sam Johnson-Maurello. Sam, along with the 

committee succeeded with its goal to raise funds for both the Staben House and Eddie 

Washington Center.  Special thanks to this year's Gold Sponsors: Haapanen Brothers 

Inc, College of Lake County, Consumers Credit Union, and Roquette America. We would 

also like to thank the many businesses and individuals who purchased ad space in the 

program book, as well.  

This year we honored ten fabulous honorees which include: Caring Women's 

Connection, Sign of the Dove Church (Pastor Cory Ratliff), Village Quilters, Prince of 

Peace Church in Gurnee, Shiloh Baptist (Priscilla Circle), 1st Midwest Bank, YWCA, St. 

Anastasia's Church, State Representative Rita Mayfield, United Methodist Church of 

Libertyville. Waukegan Township proudly thanks each honoree for all their active 

involvement helping the Staben House and Eddie Washington Center become better 

places to help build families in our community.  



Ricky Jackson entered the Eddie Washington center on April 1, 

2012. Mr. Jackson had been through decades of struggle and 

hardship. He was ready for a positive change in his life.   Ricky had 

battled addiction, had recently been released from IDOC, and swore 

to himself and his finance that “this was it.” He was determined to 

have a fresh start and a positive life. Ricky walked into the program 

and was a man on a mission.  He wanted to the  opportunity he 

found at the Eddie Washington Center and used it to focus on 

bettering himself, finding stable employment, saving his money, and 

becoming an independent, productive member of society.  Ricky 

found employment with Good Foods Inc, Pleasant Prairie, WI. within 

the first month of his residency and maintained his job throughout his 

months living at the Center. 

Ricky had initially intended on keeping to himself, and not really socializing much since he was “here for 

business.”  Over time, Ricky  took on a leadership role, mentoring the younger residents, and being a calm voice 

defusing conflicts within the house.  Ricky was center just under five months but, during that time he was able to 

save a substantial amount of money, secure an apartment, and leave in good standing as one of the top residents 

at the Eddie Washington Center. 

Ricky continues to return to the Center as much as possible to stay connected with staff, residents, and to impact 

others positively.  It has now been nearly a year since Ricky graduated from the program.  Ricky has maintained 

his full -time job, has recently gotten engaged, and just purchased a new car! He credits his time at the Eddie 

Washington Center for "Teaching him how to live again". We salute Mr. Ricky Jackson, for his many successes 

and the wish him continued prosperity in the years to come! 

Introduction of the Resident of the Month Award  

Last December the Eddie Washington Center staff suggested a new award 

program to residents who exemplify what it means to follow protocol. Winners 

receive a Letter, Certificate of Appreciation from the Director of the Center, a 

Gift Certificate and his photo placed on a frame at the entrance to the building 

with the recognition of “Resident of the Month”.  Here are some of the past 

recipients of the award.  

On Feb 14, 2014 our Residents  

received a gift box with personal 

hygiene items. Residents Carlos and 

Robert posed for a picture with Erik  a 

staff member at the center.  

THE CENTER CHANGES LIVES RICKEY JACKSON 

Mr. Jackson posing next to his new vehicle 

he just purchased.  
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A Night of Giving Back  

What a wonderful and joyous event! On Sunday August 24
th
, 2014 at Park Place in  

Waukegan, The Sign Of the Dove Ministries and Postured for Praise under the direction of 
Minister Cory Ratliff left the audience in awe as they ministered in song, praise dance and the 
spoken word.  The theme for the evening was “Look what the Lord has done” A theme that 
echoed the appreciation and gratitude the Eddie Washington Center and the Staben House 
expresses to anyone who takes the time to give back and bless our  
facilities. 

It was in that vein of giving back to our community in our fight against the challenges of 
homelessness in Lake County, that Pastor Cory wanted to host this fundraiser.  He said, “I just 
want us to go outside these four walls of the Sign of the Dove Church and bless the 

people out there”  That was the birth of this great event. 

The music was inspiring, the praise dancers were superb and Mr. Eric Reyes, one of the 
members of Postured For Praise, had everyone in the building on the edge of their seats with a 
powerful, motivating piece he titled. “Don’t count me out”  

Everyone in attendance was truly blessed by the testimonies of residents of the Staben House 
and the Eddie Washington Center, Raquel Smith and Jesus Lopez Fuqua.  They were truly 
heartfelt and inspiring. John Love, a resident at the EWC was acknowledged for his artistic 
abilities and he had an opportunity to expose some of his wonderful pieces of art to the public for 
the first time. 

In attendance was our very own Waukegan Township Supervisor, Ms. Patricia Jones, who gave 
a hearty thank you to  Pastor Cory and all those ministering.  She toke the time also to recognize 
the leaders of the Sign of the Dove Ministries, Apostles Harry and Deborah Stackhouse who 
were also in attendance and gave some inspiring words of wisdom. She then spoke from her 
heart and enlighten the audience on the seriousness of the ills we have in our society, like 
homelessness and the importance of each one getting involved, by doing their part and 
exercising their given right to vote. 

Over all the event was a huge success and we were able to raise funds that will go towards 
enhancements at both the Staben House and the Eddie Washington Center. 
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Eric Reyes a member of the Sign 

of the Dove Church gave a 

wonderful Spoken Words Speech  

Members of the Community 

enjoying the program  

Members of the Community 

enjoying the program  

Eddie Washington Center & Staben House 10th Annual Golf Outing  

 Highlights from The 

E.W.C. Graduation Cele-

bration  
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The 10th annual golf outing celebrating the Eddie Washington Center and Staben House was held, on 

August 15, 2014, at Midlane Golf Course.  What started out as a cloudy, and rainy day evolved into a 

bright, sun-filled, outing enjoyed by all.  Over 75 golfers were in attendance highlighted by the 

attendance of former Chicago Bears tight end, Desmond Clark.  Desmond joined the many other 

community leaders, supporters, and donors of the Eddie Washington Center and Staben House for 

this worthwhile fundraiser.   Midlane golf course provided a wonderful  backdrop for the day, complete  

with perfect greens , accentuating stands of mature oak trees,  well watered fairways, and a 

challenging  72 par golf course.  This is a golf outing for a very worthy cause, but the competitive spirit 

of each golfer in attendance was  on full display. Everyone was chasing the "Waukegan Township 

Cup" which is a 3ft trophy with the names of each years winners, engraved on the side of the trophy. 

At the Golf Banquet, Desmond Clark, was the keynote speaker and spoke eloquently on how he 

himself, was considered a statistic, and overcame many obstacles, to become an NFL player.  He 

went on to speak on how many strong mentors were in his life that helped lead him down the right 

path, and away from many negative influences.  He also stated " A lot of people consider NFL players, 

but the people in this room who help people every day, are the real hero's". 

If you were unable to join us this year we hope that you will be in attendance for the 2015 Golf Golf 

Outing. 

The Waukegan Township Trustees 

and Supervisor Jones posing for a 

picture with former Chicago Bears 

player, Desmond Clark.  

Keynote Speaker  

Desmond Clark  


